We compared the 2025-26 benefits information against the 2026-27 Open Enrollment
information. The biggest change is that medical moves from UnitedHealthcare to UMR
using the UHC Choice Plus network, the California HMO plans are eliminated, and the new
EPO is offered to all locations. Dental and vision largely stay the same.

Bottom Line

Worse overall

Subject Grade (your pocktbook)
HMO/EPO replacement is materially worse for California HMO members. Fail
Deductible goes from none to $1,500 individual / $3,000 family. Fail
Out-of-pocket max increases from $1,500 / $3,000 to $4,000 / $8,000. Fail
Office visit copays increase from $20 / $40 to $30 / $50. Fail
Outpatient surgery goes from no charge to $750 copay. Fail
Inpatient hospital goes from no charge to 20% after deductible. Fail
Prescriptions stay the same. Pass
PPO benefits are worse even though PPO payroll cost drops. Fail
In-network deductible goes from none to $500 individual / $1,000 family. Fail
Office visits worsen from $15 / $30 to $25 / $40. Fail
Inpatient hospital changes from $500 copay to 10% after deductible. Fail

Out-of-network lab appears worse: 2026 says lab not covered / 50%, where 2025 showed
50% after deductible for out-of-network diagnostic services.

As Yet Unknown

HSA deductible increases slightly. Fail
In-network deductible goes from $3,300 / $6,600 to $3,400 / $6,800. Fail
HSA out-of-pocket max stays $4,000 / $8,000 in-network. No Effect
Qantas HSA contribution stays $500 employee-only / $750 family or employee +
No Effect

dependent(s).
EPO is now available to all locations, not just California, which is better for employees

. . . . . No Effect
outside California who want an in-network-only lower-cost option.
FSA limits improve. No Effect
Health Care FSA increases from $3,300 to $3,400. No Effect
Dependent Care FSA increases from $5,000 to $7,500. No Effect
HSA IRS contribution limits improve. No Effect
Employee-only limit increases from $4,300 to $4,400. No Effect
Family / employee + dependents limit increases from $8,550 to $8,750. No Effect
Catch-up remains $1,000. No Effect
Dental and vision benefits stay the same. No Effect
Dental remains with UnitedHealthcare. No Effect
Vision remains with UnitedHealthcare. No Effect
Company continues paying 100% of vision cost. No Effect

Medical benefit changes

2025-26

2026-27

Better or Worse
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EPO/HMO deductible None $1,500 / $3,000 Worse
EPO/HMO OOP max $1,500 / $3,000 $4,000 / $8,000 Worse
EPO/HMO office visit $20 / $40 $30 / $50 Worse
EPO/HMO inpatient hospital No charge 20% after deductible Worse
EPO/HMO outpatient surgery No charge $750 copay Worse
PPO in-network deductible None $500/ $1,000 Worse
PPO office visit $15/ $30 $25 / $40 Worse
PPO OOP max $2,500 / $5,000 $2,500 / $5,000 Same
HSA deductible $3,300 / $6,600 $3,400 / $6,800 Slightly worse
HSA OOP max $4,000 / $8,000 $4,000 / $8,000 Same
HSA employer contribution $500 / $750 $500 / $750 Same
Prescription drugs Mostly unchanged Mostly unchanged Same
The strongest negative change is the loss of the no-deductible HMO design. The new EPO
has the same “in-network only” structure, but financially it is not equivalent to the old
HMO. It has a deductible, a much higher out-of-pocket maximum, higher office copays, and
new hospital/surgery cost exposure.
Cost changes — medical, biweekly payroll cost
PPO: cost improves, but benefits worsen
Coverage tier 2025-26 Select Plus PPO 2026-27 UMR PPO Change
Employee only $81.21 $70.38 ($10.83)
Employee + spouse/RDP $249.81 $216.49 ($33.32)
Employee + child(ren) $216.91 $187.98 ($28.93)
Employee + family $438.96 $380.42 ($58.54)

So the PPO payroll deduction decreases, but the plan design is worse because a new
deductible is added and some services shift to deductible/coinsurance.




HSA: cost increases slightly

Coverage tier 2025-26 Select Plus HSA 2026—27 UMR HSA Change
Employee only $33.60 $37.13 $3.53
Employee + spouse/RDP $138.84 $153.41 $14.57
Employee + child(ren) $103.76 $114.65 $10.89
Employee + family $237.66 $262.61 $24.95
The HSA is modestly more expensive, and the deductible also increases slightly.
EPO compared with current CA HMO options
The new EPO replaces the discontinued HMO structure, but the cost comparison depends
on which CA HMO someone currently has.

. 2025-26
Coverage tier SignatureValueAdvantage HMO 2026-27 EPO Change
Employee only $25.28 $32.57 $7.29
Employee + spouse/RDP $101.12 $130.29 $29.17
Employee + child(ren) $63.20 $81.43 $18.23
Employee + family $159.26 $205.21 $45.95
Coverage tier 2025-26 SignatureVValue HMO 2026-27 EPO Change
Employee only $36.79 $32.57 ($4.22)
Employee + spouse/RDP $137.27 $130.29 ($6.98)
Employee + child(ren) $97.19 $81.43 ($15.76)
Employee + family $222.93 $205.21 ($17.72)
For someone in the lower-cost SignatureVValueAdvantage HMO, the EPO costs more and
covers less. For someone in the higher-cost SignatureValue HMO, the EPO costs a little
less but covers less.
Dental and vision cost changes
Dental benefits and rates are stated as unchanged. The 2026—27 biweekly dental costs are
Coverage tier DHMO DPPO
Employee only $2.67 $6.81
Employee + spouse/RDP $6.99 $12.86
Employee + child(ren) $4.93 $9.52
Employee + family $9.45 $14.29

The 2025-26 document shows the same dental per-pay-period rates, so | do not see a dental
cost increase.

Vision

Vision remains $0.00 for all tiers, and the 2026-27 presentation says the company will
continue to pay 100% of vision costs.

Other benefit changes worth flagging

Open enrollment is mandatory for 2026-27. Everyone must log in to Paylocity to confirm,
elect, or change benefits.

Voluntary spouse life maximum may be lower. The 2025 guide states spouse/RDP
supplemental life can go up to the lesser of 100% of employee life or $500,000; the 2026
presentation shows spouse coverage up to the lesser of 100% of employee benefits or
$250,000. That appears worse, but | would confirm against the official SPD or carrier
materials before treating it as final.

Long-term disability wording changed. The 2025 guide says maximum benefit duration is
to Social Security Retirement Age / reducing benefit duration, while the 2026 presentation
says 24 months for own occupation. That may be a change in how the benefit is
summarized, not necessarily the full maximum benefit duration, so it needs SPD
confirmation.

Overall Impression

The company presentation calls this a “similar” plan design, but for employees currently in
the CA HMO, the change is not minor. It is a meaningful cost-shift to employees because
deductible, out-of-pocket exposure, hospital cost exposure, and office visit copays all
increase. For PPO users, the payroll cost drops, but the plan itself is weaker because it adds
an in-network deductible and higher office visit copays. For HSA users, the plan is mostly
similar, but slightly more expensive with a slightly higher deductible.




